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Get involved to make a difference.
Call The Forum at 337-7002.

Vision:
What We Seek to Become
We seek to increase the capacity of

communities to identify their critical
issues and opportunities, create consen-
sus-based community change and monitor
the results of change efforts.

Mission:
Our Purpose
We exist to improve quality of life

for ALL  residents of our community.
Values:
Our Strongly Held Beliefs
Our customers are the public and

then the Forum membership.
The Forum’s role is to initiate and

facilitate, but not duplicate action by
others.  We include and respect the
diverse individuals and interests of the
community in all phases.  We build and
model leadership that is inclusive,
collaborative and vision based; creating
what we WANT.

The American Ideal is not that we
will all agree with each other or even like
each other, every miniute of the day.  It is
rather that we will respect each other’s
rights, expecially the right to be different,
and that, at the end of the day, we will
understand that we are one people, one
country and one community.  And that
our well-being is inextricably bound up
with the well-being of each and every one
of our fellow citizens.”

Arthur Kropp, People for the
American Way

--New York Times, June 21, 1995
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On August 19, the Forum honored
Pat Adams for her work with the
Forum since coming on staff in

1991. Her first five years were spent as
Director of the River Partners Project
and the last three years as Executive
Director of the Forum. With much of the
original vision for the river fulfilled or in
progress, Pat felt she had done what she
set out to for the river. As Executive
Director, she had successfully widened
the scope of Forum initiatives and came
to feel it was time for a change.

Heeding a growing desire to focus her
work on children, families and education,
she found it impossible to resist an ad
seeking a new Director for the Curious
Kids Museum in St. Joseph, Michigan.
Pat’s earlier career experience with
education in traditional and nontradi-
tional settings plus her Forum commu-
nity building and outreach skills were
just what they were looking for. Anyone
who knows Pat and her love for water
will also sense the strong pull of Lake
Michigan in her decision.
(Continued on page 4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444)
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
by Brent Larson

Things are changing at the Forum of
Greater Kalamazoo and we face a
number of new challenges.  We

hear a lot about the stress that change
brings to organizations, but it can be
positive if we keep looking for opportu-
nity and growth as we go.

The Forum is facing challenges from a
few different perspectives as we seek to
redefine our membership levels; review
and respond to the dynamic needs of our
constituencies; review our approaches to
engage and improve our community; and
improve our long term financial stability.
     See the Forum Project Review on page
3 to learn of exciting new things started
over the past year as well as ongoing
projects. We have a lot going on and
many people are involved in these Forum
projects in many different ways. Yet we
still need to prepare for good programs
this fall and next year, and to work closely
with our Interim Executive Director, Bill
Reed, while starting our search for a
permanent director.

Change is also occurring in our greater
Kalamazoo community. New leaders and
new initiatives are bringing new energy
and new ideas. In this time of community
transition the Forum has a lot to offer.
There is high regard for what the Forum
has done, and a great deal of trust in what
we are capable of doing.

Stay inspired, and stay with us through
this time of change and transition. We
need your gifts mentally, physically, and
emotionally.  I believe that we are just
getting warmed up for great things ahead,
and look forward to working with you to
bring them about. Thank you.

THE FORUM BIDS
PAT ADAMS FAREWELL

by Bill Reed

Pat Adams receives a Certificate of
Appreciation from Brent Larson
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More than 15 years of volunteer
ing for community organiza
tions that aid citizens in

identifying community concerns and
taking constructive action to resolve
issues has provided a broad base of
experience for Bill Reed, Interim Execu-
tive Director of The Forum for Greater
Kalamazoo.

Reed was appointed to the position in
August when Patricia Adams left to
serve as Executive Director of the
Curious Kids Museum in St. Joseph,
Mich.  Reed has been an active Forum
member and volunteer since 1990 and
has served as a board member since
1996.  The executive board selected
Reed for the position because of his
knowledge of the Forum and his exten-
sive experience with community-based
leadership and change.

Participating in a National Issues
Forum hosted by the Forum in 1990 was
the drawing card for Reed’s involvement
with the Forum, which then spurred him
to train as a NIF facilitator.

“I was really intrigued by this idea of
using facilitated dialogue to discuss
difficult issues,” said Reed, a local
residential Realtor for the last 23 years.
“We learned to study an issue, look at it
from many sides, and create consensus
among the group.”

Reed had already been active rallying
local citizens around the issue of recy-
cling.  He co-founded Kalamazoo
County Citizens for Recycling in 1989
and served as chair until 1993.  The
group quickly grew to more than 700
people who supported the Kalamazoo
County recycling pilot program and then
helped establish the expanded programs
we use today.

 “For me, the work of addressing
community issues presented challenges
which were fun and satisfying,” he said.
“I then began to look for other ways to
make a difference. One was to get more

active in the Forum, but I also helped
found the Kalamazoo Environmental
Council and an Environmental Commit-
tee of the Greater Kalamazoo Associa-
tion of Realtors.  I realized that my heart
was really in supporting community
improvement efforts. I was inspired to
find there was no shortage of people
who care in our community, but there did
seem to be a shortage of effective ways
for them to act on their cares. To me, a
key challenge of leadership is to create
opportunities for people of all ages and
circumstances to get a personal experi-
ence of making a difference for others.”

Picture #2

Pat Adams with Clarice Cook and Bill
Reed at Pat’s farewell celebration.

Reed said the Forum has a solid track
record for identifying community
concerns and turning them into construc-
tive action – a rich heritage he hopes to
advance as Interim Executive Director.

“I want to use this time to reorganize
and streamline some of the Forum’s
basic office and financial systems to
simplify the workload for staff,” he said.
“It is clear we are going to have to
launch a serious membership and donor
drive with a very intentional effort to
increase community involvement and
financial support for the Forum. Over
the 1990s, a great deal of the Forum’s
efforts revolved around the Kalamazoo
River and trailway, where we have made
some substantial accomplishments.  We
are now at a time where those things are
up and running, and much of that work is
being done by other entities in the
community.  The Forum is at a challeng-
ing time of redefining and refocusing its
mission.”

Reed recently concluded a three-year
appointment as program director of
CLIMB – Community Leadership
Initiative-Michigan’s Best!, a state-wide
MSU Extension project co-funded by the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  He said the
project convened a “very diverse” group
of individuals from all over the state in a
kind of learning laboratory for new
approaches to help  communities of all
types realize greater potential.

“In that role, I acted as a coach, a
facilitator, and helped bring people and
resources together across  the state,” he
said.  “I loved being able to serve and
support others in their community
improvement efforts.  That job experi-
ence prompted me to leap when the
opportunity arose to play a similar role
locally with the Forum.”

Working as an residential Realtor in a
home-based office has allowed Reed to
take an active role, along with his wife
of 22 years, Leslie, in raising his two
children, Lindsay, 15, and Alyssa, 12, –
a role he says contributes to his consen-
sus-building skills.  In addition to what
he calls as a hobby volunteering 10 plus
hours a week, Reed is an avid race
walker who walks 20-30 miles weekly
and has won first place age-group honors
at the national level.

Reed has also served as President of
the Greater Kalamazoo Association of
Realtors, Action Team Chair for Healthy
Futures, and is the current chair of
Leadership Kalamazoo.

“I always seek to contribute in ways
which make the groups I am part of, and
the community at large, a better place for
everyone,” Reed said.

Moving Forward
With Bill Reed

By Margaret von Stienen

SUPPORT THE FORUM
With Your Time and Talent

 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

OFFICE Organization
and Filing Projects

WEB SITE Management

FORUM INITIATIVES
Volunteer Committee Secretaries for
Minutes & Communications

CALL 616-337-7002
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Sustaining Members
Borgess Health Alliance
Bronson Healthcare Group
*Georgia Pacific Corporation
*General Motors Metal Center
National City
Old Kent Bank, S.W.
*Pharmacia and Upjohn
Stryker Corporation
Organizational Members
Ahrens Construction, Amerikal, Inc., Battle
Creek Community Foundation, Charter
Township of Comstock, Charter Township of
Kalamazoo, City of Kalamazoo, City of
Parchment, City of Portage, Community
Action Board, Comstock Public Schools,
Connable Associates, Downtown Kalamazoo,
Enhancement Ministries, Envirologic Tech-
nologies, Inc., Fabri-Kal Corporation, *The
John E. Fetzer Institute, Inc., Gove Associ-
ates, Inc., *Greater Kalamazoo United Way,
Greater Kalamazoo Association of Realtors,
Healthy Futures, Hispanic American Council,
Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo County
Chamber of Commerce, Kalamazoo County
Council of Governments, Kalamazoo County
Road Commission, Kalamazoo Education
Association, Kalamazoo Foundation,
Kalamazoo Nature Center, Kalamazoo Public
Library, Kalamazoo Public Schools,
Kalamazoo Valley Community College,
Kalsec, Inc., Kar Laboratories, K-Lift
Corporation, Michigan National Bank, MRC
Industries, Inc., National Products Company,
Northside Business Association,  Plante &
Moran, LLP, Portage Commerce Bank, Reed,
Stover and O’Connor, Seahorse and Gazelle
Sports, Inc., Silverman, Smith & Bingen, P.C.,
Schupan & Sons, Inc., Stuart H. Eddy, P.E.,
P.C., Summit Pointe, The Owen Group, LTD,
Upjohn National Leasing, Visiting Nurses and
Hospice Association, W.E. Upjohn Institute,
Weber Specialities, Co., Wenke Greenhouses,
Western Michigan University, The Yellow
Page Net
Individual and Family Members
Sid Aaron, Dorie Rae Adams, Patricia Minckler
Adams, Ray Adams, Cathie & William Agerton,
Harry W. Albright, Jr., Steve Allen, Hugh V.
Anderson, *Robert & Maria Anderson,  W. J.
Appeldorn, Jared Arnold, James & Mary Louie
Avery, Glen & Silvija Avis, Shirley Bach, *Susan
& James Baldwin, Neale Banks, Eldon Bammer,
Paul Banner, Jennifer Baschal, Ronald E. Baylor,
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Charles & Diane Bell, Dawn Benedict, Earnest
Best, A. W. Betts, Mrs. Daryle Benjamin-Forbes,
*Jerry Blaisdell, Robert Blake, Ruth Blake,
Robert Borsos, *Erv Brinker, Paul and Ellen
Brinkley, Max Brinkley, *Norman Bristol,
Andrew and Pat Brogowicz, Mary and Don
Brown, Aalvin Bytwork, *Aaron Cantrell, Robert
and Gloria Carter, *Charter Township of Texas,
*Patricia I. Choffin, Carl Christensen Family,
Malda Clement, Reginald Cleveland, *Kellie D.
Cody, Jr., John R. Cooley, Don  & Kathleen
Cooney, Bill Comai, Mike Comai, Ronald
Commassaries, Bradley Coombs, *Jim Coury,
Michael & Susan Creager, *Lyndon Cronen, Dr.
Mark & Jean Crum, Irv Cumming, Fred & Jo
Cunningham, Tammy D’Agostino-Woodhams,
Martha L. Dahlinger, *Marguerite Day Family,
Cheryl Deppen, Dave DeRight, Charlie Devries,
Phillip & Valerie Dietrich, *Allene & Phillip
Dietrich, *William Dimond, Ron Diver Family,
Patricia Dolan, Mike Dooley, *Robert & Mary
Doud, Dana Downing Family, Danny & Kathleen
Dunn, *Robert & Louise Dunbar, Daniel Durham,
Samuel I. Durham, Jr. & Teresa Horvat Durham,
Jim Dyke, *Frank Eichelberg Family, Stuart H.
Eddy, *Marc Elliott/Lauri Russell, Rosalie K.
Emmons, Laurel Eppstein, Robert Ezelle, Steve &
Connie Ferguson, Margaret A. Fields, Sandra
Fields-Neal & Associate, Matthew P. Fisher,
Carolyn Fitz, Alice Foote, J. Lindsley Foote
Family, Mrs. Daryle Benjamin-Forbes,  Mary Jane
Frederick, Karl Freed, Polly Freer,  Beverly
Gallagher, Ilse Gebhard, Irene C. Geller, Suprotik
& Julie Stotz-Ghosh, Aylene D. Goddard, Guy &
Merry Lynn Golumb, *Ed and Alice Gordon, Bob
Gregerson, *David Gregg, Mary Gustas, Tom
Guthrie Family, *Bill & Ev Hamilton, John F. &
Deanna Hanieski, *Curtis M. Hanson, Robert
Heasley Family, Dave  & Carol Heinicke, Joe &
Betty Hendricksen, *Margie & Everett Hiestand,
Bob and Marguerite Higgins, *Ron and Sonny
Hill, *James S. & Martha Hilboldt, Carolyn
Hilgart, James Houston, Mary Carolynn Howard,
*Joel & Barbara Huber, *Thomas & Brigitte Huff,
David Huisjen, Dr. Robert H. Hume, *Allan &
Rochelle Hunt/Habeck, Berne Jacobs, Ralph G.
Jarl, *Louis & Nancy Jean, Judy Joliffe, Jim &
LuAnne Justice, Valdis Kalnins, Tony Kaufman,
Robert & Elizabeth Kavelman, *Lori Keene-
Phaler,  *John H. Kehoe, Linda Kerr,  *Frances
Kimball, Ellen Kisinger-Rothi, *Renee Kivikko,
Donald Klein, *Dr. Patricia V. Klein, *Jean and
Lee Koopsen, Leon Koopsen, Otto Kreuzer, Ann
Kuiper, *Vickie Langkam Family, Blaine Lam,
William LaMothe & Family, Arlene Larson,
*Brent and Pamela Larson, John Lawrence
Family, Brigette & Larry Leach, *Dominic B.
Leonardelli, Robert S. Lewis, Timothy & Joy
Light, Jean L. Linden, Orlin & Helen Loen, Jo
Longnecker, R. S. Longnecker, *Dr. Dennis &
Dorothy Lyne, Wayne & Dora Mann, Mary Jane
Mapes, *Elizabeth R. Margolis, Jon & Maria
Marley, James Marquardt, Pat and Jean Marvin,
*Benjamin Maxey, *Bill & Jeannette Maxey, Judy
Mayo, *William & Judith Maze, Richard
McAnaw, Sean McCann Family, Helen F.

McCartney, William McCarty, Cecilia & Melvin
McCue, *Ward Jr. & Janet McDonough, James W.
McIntyre III,  John P. Mellein, Gary and Joan
Melvin, Tim Meulenberg, Carole E. Miller, Glenn
A. & Margaret L. Miller, Steven & Tamara Miltz-
Miller, *Sue Clark Moore, Matthew O. Morris,
*Tim Meulenberg Family, Nelson & Pat Nave/
Hirsc, Melody Nedrud, Audrey Nesbitt Gray, Joyce
Neubauer, Henry & Florence Neumann, Shirley
Newberry, R. Patrick Norris, *Michael O’Connor
Family, Pam & Terry O’Connor, Liz O’Dell, David
& Louise O’Donnell, Jane & Michael O’Grady,
Paul Olexia, Gloria Olin, Betty Ongley, *Larry  &
Kay Oppliger, Preston & Barbara Parish, Howard
Peak, Ann Perry, Jim & Grace Pestoor,  Floyd &
Lori Phalen, A. Richard Phillips, *Hayden & Velma
Plumb, *Larry & Janet Porter, Trudy A. Powless,
Nick Pratt Family, *Dianne Price, Janis Putelis,
*Marian Putney, *Tim and Sally Putney, Violet &
Louetta Rankin, *William H. Reed, Daniel P.
Renstrom, Michele Richards, Charles & Donna Lou
Ritter, *Gerald & Elaine Roberts, *Kathryn L.
Robart, Keith & Judith Roe, Victor D. Rose Family,
Bobbie Brandon-Ryan, Ed & Jan Sackley, Michael
Salada, *Karl Sandelin Family, Mark & Cynthia
Schauer, J. Peter Schma, C. L. U., Larry Schimmel
Family, Joe Schmitt Family, Hans Schuler, Lisa
Scott, Robert Seely Family, *Lowell  & Judy
Seyburn, David Shannon Family, *Marian A.
Shannon, Suzanne Shepherd, F. William Sherrod
Family, Judy Sherrod,  Sue Shoup, Bruce Siebold,
*Sandra Sims, *Catheryn Sirk, R. Timothy Slack,
*Glen C. Smith, Ann V. Smith, *Kristy Smith
Family, *Sandra Smokoska, Roland & Majorie
Springgate, *Mabel Stenesh, John Stewart, Michael
& Marie Stoline, *Robert A. Straits Family,
*Margaret H. Strome, Family, Marcia Stucki,
Dorothy M. Sutter, Milton Sutter, Richard Switzer,
Jean Talanda, Irmina Targowski, *Kenneth W. &
Keeley I. Taylor, Willard & Linda Teare, Michael
& Cheryl Tenenbaum, William C. Thacker Family,
John Thingstad, *Edward & Elizabeth Thompson,
Toni & Jon Thompson, *Richard Thomlinson
Family, Stephen and Irene B. Trivers, Helen Truss,
*Janice van Blaricom, *Roger Ulrich, Joe & Joyce
VanBuggen, Thomas H. & Lisa VanDis, Karen Van
Drie, Cande C. Vermeulen, *Mary Vinton, Ted
Vliek, Jr. Family, *Rich Voorman & Mary
Lagerwey-Voorman, *Margaret von Stienen, Randy
von Stienen, Ryan von Stienen, *H. Carl Walker,
Melanie M. Walls, Marie Warner, Susan Warner,
*John Wattles. Joshua T. Weiner, *Christine
Weisblat, Jane S. Welborn, Mrs. Robert Welborn,
Sara Wick, Marion H. Wijnberg, Mitchell &
Kristine Putney Wilcox, *Richard  & Phyliss Wilde,
Larry Wile, Robert Wilson Family, Frank & Jan
Wolf, Thell M. Woods, Tammy Woodhams,
*Jacqueline L. Wylie

*We wish to extend an extra thanks to those who
gave extra donations.

We also wish to thank the many volunteers who
gave valuable time to the community.

Any errors or omissions are unintentional.  Please
call 616-337-7002 if there are any corrections.

e

a

s

r



Coalition  For  Urban Redevelopment
The Coalition continues to provide a

neutral place for state and local govern-
ment officials to meet with business
people, environmentalists, realtors,
engineers and scientists to solve the
nitty-gritty problems of making
brownfields viable for redevelopment. In
addition to the urban core, attention is
also focused on outlying areas including
the Portage Creek corridor where a trail
way to Portage is being planned in
conjunction with some clean-up projects.
Regular meetings with the various
interests represented spur creativity,
encourage a balancing of concerns,
provide progress check points, and
maintain mutual accountability.
Economic Development Education
Task Force

A community survey on attitudes
about economic development is being
developed. As a tool for public educa-
tion, a powerpoint/video presentation
about the local/regional economy and
broader  economic development issues is
under consideration.
Nonprofit Capacity Coalition

Over the last year the Forum has
convened discussions about the potential
for increasing the capacity and effective-
ness of local non-profits and volunteers
through some new forms of shared
management support and technical
assistance. With grants from the
Kalamazoo Foundation and United Way,
a four month project was begun in
September which invited all members of
the non-profit sector (organizations from
large to small including arts organiza-
tions, human service providers, religious
organizations, service clubs, etc.) to
identify needs and a plan. The project is
now being housed at the Evaluation
Center at WMU under the supervision of
Jim Sanders and two task forces are
meeting weekly to develop plans by
early December. One group is looking
for long term methods to address infor-

mation, training, and technology needs.
The other is planning a summit and
workshops as part of a local Year of the
NonProfit (2000) effort.
Relationship-Centered Care

This concept is viewed by increasing
numbers as a missing link in our system
of health care. With ever more emphasis
on economic efficiency and sophisti-
cated technology there is concern about
a loss of respectful and caring relation-
ships which may be integral to the
healing process. In partnership with the
Fetzer Institute, the Forum is bringing
together health care practitioners,
administrators, educators, and patient
advocates in a local/regional initiative.
At an August retreat, three committees
began work on organizing the initiative,
community/patient outreach, and out-
reach/education among healthcare
professionals and organizations.
Sustainable Economic &
Environmental Development
Task Force

The group seeks to build on commu-
nity interest generated by their Spring
programs involving Davey Crockett of
the Chattanooga Institute. Several task
force members attended the September
meeting of the West MI Sustainable
Business Forum featuring Amory Lovins
of the Rocky Mountain Institute. Partici-
pation in this regional “green business”
initiative is being explored. A visit with
Sustainable Lansing will occur soon and
a follow up trip to Chattanooga is being
considered as well as a speakers series
on sustainable development issues.

City of Kalamazoo. Local matching
funds of $100,000 needed for this budget
will be reviewed.  Also a local match of
$300,000 to $400,000 will be sought for
the large 1.2 million grant that has
already been approved.

•The city is negotiating a contract
with O’Boyle and Blalock, designers of
the Annen Complex section, for design
of the Red Arrow Golf Course trailway
section.

•Construction funds for remaining
railway sections to KalHaven trailhead
are in place but local funds for design
are still needed.

•A $5000 grant from National Parks
Service for design of a brochure is in the
works. A $4000 grant from Rails to
Trails Michigander has been recieved to
print the brochure.
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 Kalamazoo River Valley Trailways
•A Resolution of Support has been

developed by the Kalamazoo County
government. Similar resolutions are
being sought from local governments.

•Construction is expected next spring
on the Red Arrow Golf Course section
of the trailway extending to Harrison
Street.

�The City of  Kalamazoo has resub-
mitted a DNR grant for acquisition of
the railroad bed West to Old Douglas
and the outlook for that grant is good.

•Year 2000 budget requests for the
trailways have been submitted to the

Water Quality Trades
The Kalamazoo River Water Quality

Trading Demonstration Project is now in
its final year.  A draft Final Report to the
Water Environment Research Founda-
tion, one of the major funding sources
for the project, is now in progress.  By
the end of the project in June of 2000, at
least six local, non-point source partners
will have received portions of approxi-
mately $100,000 as partial payment
toward methodologies adopted to reduce
phosphorus loading directly into the
Kalamazoo River from their sites.  Such
phosphorus reductions will be accom-
plished at lower costs than could be
achieved by participating point sources
using more traditional technologies to
reach comparable reductions.  Thus, a
point source could trade to maintain
permit compliance while gaining opera-
tional flexibility to accommodate new
growth.  With net environmental benefit
built into each trade, constant water
quality improvement is insured as
trading takes place.  The Great Lakes
Trading Network, established as part of
this project, has facilitated a new level of
national discussions on trading, as
witnessed by recent Steering Committee
member presentations to Mr. Charles
Fox, Director of Water, EPA, Washing-
ton, D.C.  (Continued  on Page 4444444444444444444444444444444)

FORUM PROJECT UPDATES

Call us to learn more or get involved
616-337-7002
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The Board of The Forum of
Greater Kalamazoo, the former
Forum for Kalamazoo County,

founded in 1983 by Dr. Wen Chao Chen,
of Kalamazoo College is creating a new
chapter in its history. The sustainability
of the Forum is being determined by the
current Forum Board of Directors in the
course of approximately six months.

 For me the future of the Forum
means more than job security,  it is of the
utmost importance and will matter for
generations to follow.  The progress of
the greater Kalamazoo area will be
impacted by the decisions and projects
that come out of the ideas, needs and
desires of the people.  How well the
needs of the people are met will be
determined by its leadership, by how
well people are informed, and whether
or not they have  ways to express ideas
and determine their goals.

Every successful community needs a
strong foundation to build on. Without
the Forum, I believe progress would be
much slower and important projects
would still be on the back burner.
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(Continued from Page 3 - Project Updates)
Davis Creek Watershed  Project

We are in a very busy final year for
this unique, 3-year, grant funded project
to improve and protect Davis Creek.
This year’s focus has been the installa-
tion of urban “Best Management Prac-
tices”.  BMP is the term used under the
federal Clean Water Act to describe
techniques which best protect water
quality.

Since each watershed and site within
it is unique, BMP’s must be selected for
the water quality concerns at each
identified problem site. Urban BMP’s
are especially difficult to implement
since past neglect, land use, and an
extensive urban storm sewer system
often leave few economical choices for
meaningful water quality improvements.

This has been a challenge for the
diverse public and private partnership
brought together jointly by the Forum
and the Kalamazoo Conservation
District through the Davis Creek Project.
This also explains why public aware-
ness, education and citizen stewardship
has been an ongoing project focus.

In this last year of the project nearly
one dozen BMP projects designed to
protect and improve Davis Creek will be
implemented.
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THE FUTURE OF THE FORUM
by Clarice Cook

Forum Office Manager

Introducing new ideas to the commu-
nity has also been rewarding. The series
of workshops on Emotional Intelligence,
last year’s Economic Vitality series, and
now the Relationship-Centered Care
initiative are important highlights for
her.

“The people along the way that I’ve
come to know and work with are some
of the best people you will find…people
who I am proud to call friends.”

We offer heartfelt thanks to Pat
Adams for her many years of dedi-
cated service to the Forum and to the
greater Kalamazoo region and wish
her the very best in her new endeav-
ors.

I have been inspired by the intelli-
gence, common sense and the commit-
ment of people in Forum projects for the
Trailways, Relationship Centered Care,
Coalition for Urban Redevelopment,
Improving the Environment, Economic
Task Force, etc.  The sharing of experi-
ence and learning that can only be done
in a setting where citizens, business
leaders and government leaders can sit
down together must be akin to the town
meeting gatherings that built our coun-
try. The entire process was and is the
very essence of democracy.  I envision
that the concept of the Forum will be
sought after and used as a model for all
communities in America.

Over the years, the country evolved
into a less family and community based
society, and authority and decision
making became more bureaucratic. A
consensus has developed that shouting
and negative action is necessary to be
heard by decision makers. When the
masses have no input into the processes
of a community, the system becomes
unbalanced.  The structure of the Forum
has brought and will continue to give a
rational and positive voice to all people
from all walks of life: student; clergy;
farmer; lawyer; housewife; health, legal,
education and business professional;
skilled trades and retiree...we are the
Forum of Greater Kalamazoo.

(Continued from Page 1 - Pat Adams)

Pat leaves with a sense of great pride
in the work done by river partners. “The
community created something out of
nothing by using the visioning process
and the energy and desires of the com-
munity. Public perception of the river
shifted from very negative to quite
positive and it became a focal point for
trail way efforts, cleanup, and now
redevelopment. We united people from
communities all along the river and then
businesses and schools in something we
can all be proud of.”  Pat expressed
equal satisfaction in her work with
Vicksburg Community Schools to
develop the K-5 Water Partners curricu-
lum for their Outdoor Education Center.

  SUPPORT THE FORUM
FINANCIALLY

Donations and memberships
are our primary means of support.

We hope you feel the Forum is
deserving of generous financial

support.

We have a genuine need
for additioinal support at this time.

Please consider making a year end,
tax-deductible donation to

The Forum.

Call 616-337-7002
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Board Members
Susan Baldwin, Economic Development
Forum, Battle Creek
Aaron Cantrell,  Volunteer Center of Greater
Kalamazoo
Roosevelt Clark, Pharmacia and Upjohn
Ron Fleckenstein, Ostemo Township &
Council of Governments
Edgar Gordon, City of Kalamazoo
Mark Kieser, Kieser & Associates
Robert Lewis, MSU/KCMS
Timothy Light, Western Michigan University
Sean McCann, Vine Neighborhood Associa-
tion
Richard Olivanti, Kalamazoo Valley Commu-
nity College
Lisa Scott, Morren & Colvin Real Estate
Company
Robert Straits, W.E. Upjohn Institute
Judy Todd-Johnson, Kalamazoo County
Commissioner
Margaret  von-Steinen, Western Michigan
University Student
Barbara Young, Community Action Board

Officers
Chair
Brent Larson, Visiting Nurses Association &
Borgess Health Alliance
Vice-Chair
Frank Eichelberg, Remax Advantage
Past President
Helen Truss, Western Michigan University,
Dept of Nursing
Secretary
Renee Kivikko, Southwest MI Land Conser-
vancy
Treasurer
Jerry Blaisdell, Huntington Bank
Assistant Treasurer
Todd Uekert, Huntington Bank
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The New Road Map Foundation,
Northwest Regional Facilitators,

and Washington State University Cooperative Extension present

YOUR MONEY OR YOUR LIFE
with Vicki Robin

A Live Satellite Videoconference

Saturday, November 13  (1 - 5 PM, EST)

Place: Community Access Center, 230 E. Crosstown Pkwy

AND other local sites to be announced.

Cost:  $10/person - Scholorships Available
Register Early!

There is a big difference between “making
a living” and making a life.

Join Vicki Robin, co-author with Joe
Dominguez of the national best seller, Your
Money or Your Life, for a national workshop
via live, interactive videoconference. 
Who should come?
• People who want to gain more control

over money in their lives.
• People who have heard of Your Money

or Your Life or the voluntary simplicity
movement who want to know more.

• Young people who look at the menu of
opportunities the material culture has to
offer and find nothing appealing.

• Ecologists, environmentalists, educa-
tors, and church-members who want a
sustainable lifestyles for their activities.

• People who support a more life-centered
rather than money-centered society.

• People seeking kindred spirits for sane,
healthy lifestyle changes.

What you will get?
• Clear overview of the 9-step program in

Your Money or Your Life.
• Powerful tools for thinking about money

and its role in a rich and fulfilling life.
• Inspiring visions for how lifestyle change

fits with the new ethical, ecological
framework for the future.

• Ample live-discussion of pressing
questions, insights and concerns via
phone, fax and email.

• Opportunities to meet others in your
community who want  more from life
than “more-is-better” materialism.

• Specific information about how to start
study groups to help you anchor a
values-based relationship with money in
your own life.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

 To register call The Forum of Greater Kalamazoo  - 616-337-7002
or e-mail: theforum@theforum.org

 Register early to be part of our local community access studio audience.

Check http//www.resillientcommunities.org for details on other sites.
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Public Invited
Bring a Friend
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